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vj Belgium", llenasha, Wis., George Banta
Publishing Company, 1920.

A handy little history; sketchy, rather brief,
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A nevwispaper, a little more accurate perhaps
than most newspapers, but a newspaper still,
A source of data if there is none other

available,
Chambrun, J.ie de p. "The American Army in the European
and g Conflict', New York, The Macmillan
Msrenches, Charles Comte de Company, 1919

A very interesting and apparently excellent
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staffs, commanders, divisional and larger
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and welfare orgenizations. This is, I
believe, one of the very best works that I
have seen covering not only the military
but also general historical facts connected
with the AEefe
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INIRODUCTION

Company  34th Infantry was & part of ths 14th
(1) PuEs Infantry Brigede commanded by Brigadier General Wahl. (1)
The 14th Infaentry Brigade was a part of the 7th Division

commanded by Mejor General Wittenmyer (after October 26,

(2) Thomas, 1918). (2) The 7th Division was a part of the IV Corps
Shipley
Pe 364 commanded by Major General Luir. {(2) The IV Corps was a

part of the Second Army (after October 12, 1918) conmanded
(3) Thomas, by Lieutenant General Bullard. (3)
Shipley
Pe 362
FIRST PHASE

THE PUVENELLE SECTOR

The boundaries of this sector were; on the teaat,

the lMoselle River, south to the bend one kilometer east

g . of Dieuiouard, thence southwest along the Dieulouard-
/' i Franchville road to Auberge Guatre-Vents, one kilometer

east of Rosieres-en-Haye., The western boundary ran along

the west edge of Bois de x{iohe-en-(:ote and one and one-half
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(one kilometer east of Hembercourt), and along the western
edge of Bois de Bonvaux &and Bois de Heiche and the eastern
edge of the Bois de Euvezin, and then to the east of Limey
(4) Fell, Edgar 1, and passing east of Novient., (4) This was supposed to be &

p. 55
quiet sector.

The 7th Division, which was in nsme & reguler srmy
division, had a cadre of regular officers and men, but was,
in fact, composed mostly of national army officers and

drafted men., !/en the division took over the Puvenelle

; Sector it did not have, emong other things, its artillery.
The division was supported by the 5th Field Artlillery

(6) Fell, Edgar T, Brigade. (5) The 7th Division relieved the 90th Division,

pe 176
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(6) Fell,Edgar T.
p. 56

(7) Pell, Edger T.
Pe 59
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~ Upon taking over this sector the division put all four

infantry regiments in line (abreast). (6)
THE 34TH INFANTRY SECTOR

This regiment held the extreme left of the division
sector. The 34th Infantry relieved the 358th Infantry.
The 2d Battalion of the 34th Infantry took over the
regimental front line from the 34 Battalion of the 356th
Infantry. This line ran through the north part of the
Bols de Bonvaux and the southern edge of the Bols de

Grand Fontaine. (7)
PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS AND ORDERS

From October l-7, 1918, Company F 34th Infantry
was in training at Franchville, France. On the evening of
7 October 1918 the company was issued sixtesn new Browning
Automatic rifles. and orders to proceed to the Zront. None

of the officers or men in the company knew anything sbout

"ERSREW e rexetl Uy AL DS SP vtrmmm Q:w»ga-‘aas:s o OB
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" front 1ine, or, for that matter, where the front 1ine wu,

except that generally it was "north of us". Orders were

issued and every officer and man was warned not to tell

anyone that he might meet or pass what organization he

belonged to, where he came from, or the names of any

offi cers that he knew,
The night of Qctober 7/8 the company rarched from

Franchvillo to Minonville, where it went into billets.

The day of Qctober 8 was spent by the company in learning

some thing about the how automatic rifles. J
About 5:00 PM on the 8th the company was served a

good hot meal from the rolling kitchen and each man was |

supplied with three good sandwioches ani all the water he ot

-2-‘



i'no noiao. We mavohed approximatoly eleven kilomotcrn

wanted, with instructions t6 #1111 cantesens with-water -(not

coffee) and to conserve both food and water, as we would
resume our march to the front that night. Ve niarched. at
about 6:00 PM via Noviant, Limey to Fond des 4 Vaux where
we were met &nd informed that we would remain there as
division reserve., Time of arrival about 10:00 PM; distance
marched, approximately twelve kilometers; roads muddy; men
tired. As our rolling kitchens and water carts were following
us, men were authorized to eat their sandwiches, and of
course the consumption of the water was implied. Billets
wore found for officers and men in abandoned French dugouts.
The men being tired lost little time in turning in for the
night. It was now 11:00 PM.

About 11:30 PM we were awakened and given orders to
form up &t once and resume our march to the front. This was
done, It was dark, rainy, and the road full of mud, shell
holes, and debris., To-night, as last night, the order was,

no lights, not even a cigarette or luminous watch dial, and

StnAVN Fapl ity
MRS N TR I Y W 0y #

o dnrage

(sever miles), reaching the Thiauoonrt-nogniovillo. Euvjezin- T
Vieville coross roads sbout 3:15 AM (365.6-238.4) on the
morning of Qctober 9, 1918, Here we were pulled off the
road, (it was dark as th® ace of spades and now getting
fogey, the rain having stopped) and put in the south edge
of Bois 4 Heiche under cover. Here we were to walt for guides
who would. conduct us to our places in the line. By this time
all sandwiches and water had been consumed by both officers and
men., Here the company came under shell fire for the firet
time.

We waited at this point for our guldes until about
9:00 AM, by which time the fog had clearsd away and the sun
was shining bright. It was one of the prettiest days we
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_had seen in France. From this point we were conducted six
kiloms ters, five of which were across the open fields and
along the road over the Vieville-en-Haye ridge and the
Tautecourt pme ridges in plain view of a German observation
balloon, to our place in the front line. There were sewme
thoughts in the minds of same of the officers and seme
expressions on the part ofalfgr of the men concerning the
seorecy with which we were getting into the line. However,
the morale of the men was high., It will be remembered that
along this general line is where the St. lMihiel drive was
stopped and, it is assumed, where the hardest fighting of
that drive took place. Here the men were seeing ummistake-
able signs that there was & war on. Along this route there
was much debris, such as German planes that had been brought
down, personal equipment, rifles, etc., ets.,, that had besn
left by men who whould no longer noed%am some dead

soldiers, both Germans and Americans. We arrived at about

(8) P.E, 12:00 noon October 9, 1918, on the front line. (8)

s NEER LT

o, CONDAIReL D SXpEAtREIONE. the Spont.] Laeshemo WREYBE o £0m o 8 dprosicfion
line at all, not even a trench, but morely a serio“; offc;x i e
holes and other ineffective places of concealment amd

shelter. Our battalion comman#ost was located in a German

(9) Pell,Edgar T. dugout in the Bois de Bonvaux. (9) It was a modern home

p. B9 and
under ground. The dugout was not only nice, well equipped,
hpasde,, but was large smugh to accomodate the entire
battelion staff, runners, and most 8ll of the enlisted as
(10) P.R. well as commissioned personnel of the battalion headquarters.(l0)

TERRAIN, DESCRIPTION OF WORKS, AND ARMAMENT

The company was now face to face with the Hindeniurg
{11) Pell,Edgar T. 1ine. (11) The German lines on this front were one to three

P 62 :
hundred yards distant and the terrain was covered with a

Vel




(12) Fell,Bdgar 1.,
Pe 59

AN RA A AT At A

dense undergrowth of brush and trees. An extremely steep

banked ravine ran approximately through No Man's Land
between the two lines., (12)

The enemy's line of resistance was part of the
Hindenburg system. The Hindenburg position inoluded among
its elemants two lines of trenches, each line having the
protection of & double and in some cases a triple band of
wire entanglements.

The position was characterized by its large number
of concrete shelters. These were found along the trenches
at intervals of from eighty to one hundred meters. They also
appeared checkerwise betwesn and behind the linss of trenches.
There 1s 1ittle question bt that the heavy concrete type
scattered through this position was intended for use as
shelters and "pill boxes", Those of this type were constructed
of reinforced conorete--four meters long by five meters wide

and three to four meters deep. When finished this projected

only slightly above the .grmud... ThoF HYLerRIwsred-Tga-

soncrete roof ome meter thick. Two doors gave access to
shelter. The shelters had three windows opening from the
level and the ome in the center was larger than the two on
the side. All of the windows were constraucted as loopholes.

In front of the Hindenburg position was the outpost
zone. The foremost outposts were constantly changing their
positions, with the exception of a few fixed posts sited at
points where penetration on our part might jeopardize the
outpost zone and the main line of fuintunéo.

Te whole of our front was heavily wooded, which afford-
ed very poor opportunities for direct observation of the enemy
lines. All of his paths and trails were either permamently
closed or chevaux de frise were so placed that they could be
closed in case of necessity. These paths and tralls were

-5.
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(13) Pell,Edgar T.

(14) Fell,Edgar T.
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Pe 65

almost invariably covered by machine gun fire from guns

echeloned in depth along or near their course. It could be
expected that at the first moment of warning of any raid on our
part he would place "annihilating” fire on what he considered
our assembling areas and along the fromt of the line of his
foremost outposts at points where he considered it necessary
for us to penetrate. The latter fire would either automatical-
ly, after a certain length of time, or by signals be withdrawn
until it fell in front of his main line of resistance.

Direct and indirect machine gun fire was often used
from the German emplacements in the main line of resistance.(13)
The enemy's aerial and artillery supremacy was pronounced. (14)

Rain and mud ani more mud wese the rule. (14)
DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS

Company F 34th Infantry, six officrs and two hundred
and fifty men, relieved Company L 358th Infantry on the front
1line in the Bols Grand Fontaine at 3:00 PM October 9, 1918,

taking over a more or less irreguler line of fox holes extend-

L R et R A m L BT B0 28BN 40 A BOADE R 4267 00m

243.,36) with two platoons in line (abreast) and two platoons
in support. The company sector was about eight hundred meters
wide, each platoon covering about four hundred meters with
Company E 34th Infantry on the right and Company H 24th
Infantry on the left. The support platoons were each placed

about one hundred and fifty meters in rear of the correspond-

e Wy,
I 2

s

ing front line platoon so thltf(iip could fire through intervals
to the front if necessary. The “support platoons occupled a
front of about one hundred and twenty-five meters.

Our position, see overlay No 1, which followed
gonerally the two hundred and ni‘no'ty meter contour, was under

constant observation from a hill extending from five hundred



0N AT A oyt G A B INL SY rna  W  B A S RAS ARG LT | GATA AE TL A LC T  ase

to one thousand meters to our left front (northwest) known
a8 hill 323, from which the Germans did considerable sniping,
and which was later to be a factor in our operations.

Routes of approach to the front line were recomnoiter-
8d and understood by all officers and noncommissioned offiocers.
There were a few strands of wire about fifty yards in front
of our front line and running parallel thereto. Our company
plan of defense was simple. In case of attack the 3d
platoon was to immediately f£ill the gaps in our front line,
the 4th platoon would not move until ordered to do so by
the company commander and we would fight it out on that
line. Ve would ﬁot retire and no routes to the rear were
reconnoitered. The company command post was located at
(367.256-243.,00). The company observation post was in a tree
at (367.5-243.25)., This was occupied at irregular intervals
when the company commander felt lucky, until one day abdut
the 18 of October 1918 the battalion commander found the
company commandar occupylng the observation post with his

mountain Winchester; the battalion commander made some

AV 2 oSS N IR, Lt eon mermns SR A 5 SO RTINSO R AL AR LAY 9 M T o N B OVIN A A N, WA et AP 20

“verbal observations" about teamwork, individual wars, etc.,
(156) P.E. etc. After that that observation post was not used. (15)
We had expected to find tremnch equipment, grenades,
tools and ammnition in the trenches. Ve found no trenches,
and wo found none of the other things, :lncléding ammnition.
We had only ten rounds of ammunition per man and a sector to
defend. The company commander lost no time in sending a
runner to the battalion cormander with & statement of the
facts in the case and an earnest request for ammunition,
also u request for water. The runner came back with a
message that ammunition and water would be sent up. We had
passed dead soldiers on our way in, so details were sent out

| to take ammmunition off the dead and to look for any possible

«T=
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dumps. By dark we had found a fair amount of rifle

ammnition and some grenades,

both American and German.

But no ammnition and no water had been sent up, so the

""édmpany commander sent another mes sage to battalion

in regard to

commander explaining the si tua.tion #8 the ammunition ard

that the men had had no food and no water that day. A

message came back that these supplies would be sent up in

& short time. The men were informed of the contents of the

message, and the night wore om.

The morning of the 10th

arrived but no suppliesgy, the men began begging for water.

Another message was sent to the battalion commander; a

message came back to the effect that the other units were

working under the same conditions as Company F and that

the supplies would be sent up as soon as available.

Some of the men were seen trying to drink from little

puddles on the ground.

OPERATIONS

During the day of the 10th we searched our a.rea..

N e e AN L SRS S Ay
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Plenty of grenades and ammnition and eeveral Fronoh auto-

matic rifles were found, also several Springfield rifles

which we were glad to get, as we did not like the so called

Eddystone rifles.

By night we were well equipped, had

made some small readjustments in our front line and were

ready far business.

The 9th and 10th of October had been quiet until

about 5:00 PM on the 10th when the carrying party arrived

with our first food on the front line. The position being

heavily wooded, we thought we were under cover, g0 &

platoon was ordered to pass by the containers and be

served. Apparently the cmemy had observed the carrying

party coming in-and waited a few mimites until the men
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should be gathered around the containers, when they would
give us a lesson concerning cover, concealment, and noise.
As the men gathered, some of them allowed their mess kits
to rattle and down came a salvo of shrapnel and high
explosive. As we heard the shells coming we scettered and
hit the ground, and while a couple of cans of food were
turned over and destroyed, fortunately no one was seriously
hurt, though a few men, including the company commander,
were hit by spent fragments. We took warning and there-
after did not assemble for chow or any other puspose. The
night of the 10th there was some shelling but it did us no
damage «

Thd 11 Qctober was a beautiful day. Enemy air planes
wore active and an aerial battle took place over our
poaition: One allied plane was shot down in flames just
back of our company sector. (16) About 9:00 PM the enemy
shelled our positions and the battalion P,.C.:

There was & madlstrom of bursting shells and falllng trees.

¢

RS R e w_qgm battalion P,C. was filled with wournded some of whom

AL S ) RSy EAC RSN,
belonged to company F (these bein P T S ST U U

Means of carrying them to the battalién ald station were
lacking. Had there been enough stretchers, it would have been
fatal to venture out on account of the heavy bombardment then
going on. A large number of gas shells were mixed in with
the high explosive and this necessitated the wearing of
masks all night. The battalion commander and his staff,
together with the entire 2d Battajion headquarters, were
gassed and evacuated. (17) This resulted, in addition to
the men lost, in the loss of an officer from Company F to
take over the duties of battalion adjutant.

From October 12 to 19, weather rainy, foggy, cold,
and very dark at ,n;_ght% received daily a few shells from

B ST i ¢ e S o
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the enemy, (and we thought sone five or six from our own
artillery, one night). During this period, enemy air planes
were active over our front, there was some sniping and we

kept up patrolling of our front and No Man's Land &t night.

LOSSES

We lost a few men sick and wounded; one officer sick;
one officer sent back to some school as an instructor; and
two noncommissiored officers to tralning school for officers.
These had been selected apparently at random from the
company roster, not upon the company commander's recommendation.

On the night of October 19 the company was relieved
on the front line and went back to Fond de 4 Vaux (368.00=-
233,80) as a part of division reserve. Here from October 20
to 26 we lost one officer and about four men, sick. Very
active training was kept up under cover of the woods,
especially hﬁ‘éoﬁbjects of grenades, automatic rifles,
scouting and patrolling and marching at night by compass,

For this purpose night patrols were sent to the towns of
g B AR G RIN 1 v O I AG IR T N b oo A

Remenauville, Regnieville.
SECOND PHASE
PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS AND ORDERS

On the night of October 26 we were relieved as
divieion reserve and moved up to Sector H, (Regimental
reserve sector) (366.70-240.80) (see overlay No 2) as
regimental reserve. The 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st
the company furnished patrols and working parties. On
October 30 the company commanddr was called to battalion
headquarters and told that he had been seleoted to take
his company and capture and hold hill 323. This operation

was to have taken place on November 1. So the company
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...commander 1ssued ?ecessary warning order to the company and
proceeded to make a thorough personal reconnal ssance of the
ground over which Company F was to advance. Among other
things he discovered that he had been given a man-size job,
one that offered little, if any, chance of success by a
company which later developments proved tq have lbeen a
correct estimate of the situation. Upon returning to the
company later in the afternoon of the 3lst the company
commander was called to battalion headquarters and informed
that the plan for the capture of hill 323 had been changed.
That the 64th Infantry was going to take hill 323 (which
incidently they failed to do) and that Company F would
participate in an attack to be launched against hills 267.1
(367.50-243,70) 310.2 (368,30-243.,60), and 311 (369,25~
243.,70)« In accordance with "Operations Instructions No 1¥;

" HEADQUARTERS, SECOND BATTALION,
THIRTY-FOURTH INFANTRY,
AMERICAN E,F.,, France, October 31, 1918,

OPPRATIONS INSTRUCTIONS;
NO. 1

Fapirornt i T i i o 1 s A TN G B B TR 2 A N A A W ST, ¢ g
clude a general line through 287,1-310,2-311.0.

2. Company "E" under Lieut. Porter will leave our lines
at point 243,3-367.2 and will proceed in a gemeral north
direction, until the Jjunction of the roads due west of 287.1
is reached when he will turn due east and proceed along the
ridge 2687.1 to 311.0. "E" Company will advance in four waves
each in line of combat group. Upon passing 287.1 the rear
platoon will remain there and establish a strong point.
Similarly on the ridge road at 300 (enemy position at 243.5-
367.9)s The third platoon will remain and take position.

The remaining platoons will assault 310.2 and after its
reduction will establish strong points at 310.2 and 311.0.

Two squads of "F" Company under Lieut. Rice will
leave our lines at point 242,9-368.4 and will establish an
outpost on the valley road at point 243.1-368.5. Two squads
of "F* Company under a sergeant will leave our lines in rear
of "E" Co., and will proceed to the valley where they will
cover the flank of "E" Company in its advance. The rema inder
of "E" Company under Captain Hensley will report to Bn.
Comnander at point 243.1-367.6 at 6 h. and will be held in
readiness for counterattack.

Company "C*" 2lst Machine Gun Battalion will take
position so as to sweep hill 310.2. They will commence
firing at 7:15 and will continue until green etar signal
from assaulting party.

wite
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The One-pounder platoon under Lisut. Black will take
position at point 287.7 and will fire on hill 310.2. fThey
wlll commence firing at 7:15 and will until gresn star signal
from the assaulting party. Six men from Company "G" will
report to Lieut. Black as carrying detail.

3. Immediately upon reaching objective patrols will be
advanced and the work of digging and wiring commenced.
Working parties from Company “A* and the Engineers will be
sent forward immediately.

4, First Ald men will accompany each company.

Dressing stations will be esta.blished at 243,0-368.2 and
243.1=367 46,

5. Dumps for ammunition aml supplies will be established
at 243.,0-368.2 and 243.1=367.6.

6. Rach rifleman will carry two bandeliers of
ammnition, and each grenadier a bandelier of grenades.

7. The combat pack will be carried.

8. Llalson will be established promptly with bodies
on flanks and in rear. The following signals will be used:
Three stars (repeated), normal barrage; Caterpillar rocket,
objective reached; Green star, going to advance.

9. The Battalion P.C. will be at point 243,1-367.6 and
will move forward to valley road. The zero hour will be 7 h,

NOTE: Platoon Commanders will be held responsible for the
safety of their men, and while consolidating objectives will
hold a reserve in readiness for counter attack.

A.M. WEYAND,
Captain, 34th Infantry, A.E.F.,
Comndg. 2nd Battalion. "

We left our dugouts at 4:00 AM and reached the Jjump-

L _’off point at 6 00 AM as ordered and then etood there e.n hour.

A TR P O AR
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‘1he “at'tack was Isunehed as /pie.ned, at 7, 00 AM, November 3 '19' Bt

and in accordance with the ebove order. Waather: rainy,
foggy, and during the early morning, very dark. The fog,
however, lifted about 7:30 AM after which observation was

fair to good, when one could see through the trees,
TERRAIN

The woods were very dense and the terrain was a
series of steep ridges and ravines; hence we could see little.

But our 'position was subject to observation from hill 323,

DISPOSITIORS

At 7:00 AM the battalion commander at 367.,60~243.10

directed the Captain Company F to leave a platoon at that
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point as a battalion reserve and with the remainder of the
company which consisted of the company commander, two

platoons plus two squads to proceed to the Junction of

(18) Fell,Rdgar Te trails in the ravine at 367.80-243.40, as a battalion. (18)

Pe 91
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reserve closer to the probable scene of action. This order
was carried out under heavy artillery fire. (19)

That our attack was & complete surprise to the emsmy
there can be little doubt, as we had gone only about fifty
yards beyond the jump-off line when we ran into a German
patrol of about a squad in front of our wire. They were in
a close group and belng completely surprised and greatly out
numbered they surrendered without a fight. They were put
under guard and started to the rear. As the detachment
reached the vicinlty of our ald station they were caught
in the apex of a German box barrage and about five of them

were killed.

ACTIONS AND ORDERS
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""86% barrege mentioned above was discovered to be closing in
on us, so we moved about one hundred and fifty to two hundred
yards up the face of the very steep south side of hill 310.2,
to a point where we were defiladed from artillery fire from
the front. Shells were hitting in front and behind us. The
barrage was very intense but it looked for a time as though
we were safe in this position. However, after about one hour
we received a few very large callber high explosive shells,
estimated as eight or ten inches, which probably came from the
defenses around Metz. These caused us some casualties and
was do:lng our moraleno good. The 1ntenaity of the shelling

Y

now (about 9:00 AM) decreased seme so we sent pa.troll out to

gain contact with the platoons of compo.ny B ﬂaaau supposed

g ey Py oy 7O



to be on hill 310.2, and to call on us for hélp if they
needed it. We found instead of friendly troops, Cermans

on the hill in our front, with machine guns behind bands of
wire entanglements fifty feet wide, in emplacements and
behind obstacles, and they exhibited no special hurry to
leave the hill. Upon receipt of this information the company
commander felt that if the battalion commander *::U;resent

or in possession of that information that he would order an
attack by Company F at once. The company Gommander believing
that no time should be lost decided to attack at once in one
wave straight to the front. Interval between skirmishers

3 paces, gulde center on the company commander who was the
only officer left with the company. The order was passed to
the right and left and repeated back in undertones, "Thile
this was belng done the company commander sent & message to
the battalion commander infomming him of the situation and

contemplated action.
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The attack was on. It was now about 9:45 AM.' Ve B '
‘ wikhod adnied Loat
reached the wireA’-t. vhere we were met by machine gun fire,
however, we kept on, getting through, over or under the wire
as best we could., When across the wire we gave our aftontion
to the machine guns which,ﬁare soon put ot of action.
It was now about 11:Q00 AM. We had reached our objective.
At this time the 4th platoon which had been left at

367.6-243.1 as a battalion reserve rejoined the company.
" \ORGANIZATION OF POSITION

Vie immadiatoly'set about to organize the position
against any possible counterattack. The company was re-

organized simultaneously with the organization of the ground.
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With four squads sent out on flank missions and with the
casualties that we had had 1t was deemed best to organize
the company into only three platoons, which was done, each
platoon under a sergeant. There were no officers available

as platoon commanders.
DISPOSITIONS

Two platoons were put on the forward slope (below
the military orest) as a front 1line, in fox holes, and
behind a few strands of wire hastily strung asbout 100
yards beyond., Just behind the wire was nut a line of
cossack posts of three rifles and one automatic rifle each.
Three of these posts were ﬁut out in front of each front
line platoon. One platoon was placed in support on the
roverse slope and slightly to the right center as it was
felt that our right flank was the one most likely to be
attacked as 1t had the best approaches. This proved to be

hemmsmen the correct estinate.
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At about 4:30 PM we received a counterattack by
about two hundred men on the right center of the company
sectors Our outposts falling back fighting, as ordered,
to our front line or main line of resistance.

This attack which lasted for about an hour and a
half, was preceeded and supported by mechine gun &€nd small
caliber artillery fire, practically all of which hit on or
Just in front of the geographical crest and did us very
little damage. This attack was repulsed without serious
loss to us, but 1t is believed that 1t was costly to the

attackers.
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DECISION AND ACTIONS OF COMPANY COMMANDER

Ve did not ask for artillery support on this counter-
attack as we dild not belleve that it was needed. For a short
time ‘'we were worrled sbout ammunition. However, ammnition
soon arrived and was distributed and again we were ready for
Fritz.

It was now about 6:00 PM, a telephome line had been
brought forward to us, but was of little use as it was out
every few minutes by shell fire. Ve now learned that our two
squads that had been sent to the left flank of the battalion
as a combat patrol had been caught in an artillery concentra-
tion about the middile of the afternoon and wiped out. We
also learned that the combat patrol consisting of an officer
(Lt. Rice) and two squads that had been sent to our right
flank had been caught in an artillery concentration and
wiped out, suffering about eighty per cent casualties, in-

cluding Lieutenant Rloce.
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S at our position oﬁ the hill, looked around, and decided that
we should have machine gun assistance. A.position was
selected for the machine guns. They were sent up, arriving
about 6:30 PM, I think, took a position on the right of
Company F with an excellent field of fire.

Night of November 1-2, 1918, weather: theuscmme-srme
rainy, foggy ki=wws cold and very dark.

The machine guns stayed until about 12:30 AM November
2, 1918, then pulled up and left the line without notifying
us that they were going. Whether they had orders to leavi or
not we mever found out. The machine gun company referred to
was not the 34th Infantry machine gun company but was a

company from a machine gun battalion supporting us. Our own
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macuine gun company was eway, attached to some other

regiment or machine battalion,

g

e

§¢Efq We felt quite keenly the need for machine guns
b ' only a very short time later. e also folt that had we
had our own machine gun company séaw would have stayed with us,
or if ordered away, would have notified us thst they were
goings It is easy to imagine the chagrin and%sensations of
the company commander of Company F when his contact patrol
reported that the machine guns had gone and thet that (most
vulnafable) part of the line was not occupied, and that the
Germans in large numbers could be heard approeching our position.
It 1s needless to say that the support platoon was promptly put
into the gap where about thirty minutes later they received
the main erfort and inflicted heavy loss upon & rather
determined reid by the enemy.

At gbout 1:30 AM on the morning of November 2 the
Goermans attempted & raid on our front. Lhis was not preceeded

by preparntory fire. Our only warning was the volume of tn;g
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chat could be henrd in the wooda in front of our outposts.
Probably as many as two hundred men participated in the raid.
This was repulsed without serious loss to us, It was believed
that the reid was for the purpose of tsking prisoners, for
information, or to find a weak place in our line, This raid
was followedbby a very determined attack asbout 3:30 AM which
was preceeded by en artillery and machine gun preparation.
This fire fall , .&s did that of the previous afternoon, on
and just in front of the geographical crest of the hill,

At this time small cannon and machine gun fire from
hill 323 on our left flank caused us some losses. Al 4:00 AM
the company commander decided to call, by rocket, for
artillery support. This wes done but we received no "presto'

artillery support due, it was thought, to the fog and poor

we 17-
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visibility. At 4:15 the call Was repeated and a runner sent
to P,C. 1st Battalion 34th Infantry (phone available there
which was two kilimeterk ;way) with a message to be sent to
the regimental P.C. requesting artillery support "now",
Also,a message to the battalion commander 2d Battalion ape
prising him of our aituatioh.

Ihings were not now looking so good, it was getting
warmer, though there had been no change in the weather, It
was now 4:30 AM; & third rocket, and the last one we had,
was sent up. This epparently wes seen and we received some
help from the ertillery. We learned later that the runner
that had been sent back with the message never reached the
telephone.

By 5:30 AM the sttack had been derinitely stopped
and the attackers driven off with heavy losses. Ihe

artillery fire had cessed and things quieted down a bit,

REQRGANI ZATION OF COMPANY

E HMM

of four squads under a sergeant wes re-established on the

reverse slope of hill 310,2.
COOPERATION VITH ADJACENL UNITS

At about 6:30 AM a runner arrived at our command
post with a message from the company commander on owr right,
saying that he was being attacked by a force superior to
his and asking for support of & platoon. This request was
immedistely complied withy our own (all and only) support
being sent under the sergeant to reinforce the unit on our

right. (20)

The sdvance made was about a kilometer in depth and a

B T 00 5Pss I DA Te L Iatbste e "W o Uit tngd.gr s A 11 e @8 8 0 50 1Attt 20 I To ARL 90 A2 1 DA S AP FA R WAVl § ohy 400 /0

5 e
Sl A



(21) Pell,Ldgar T,

Pe 91

g ‘1( .k O T |
A { ) b
g 3

(22) Fell,Edgar T.

Pe 91

0 M O R R 6 ST A b ¢

Py,
DTSR I wi e
o o L AETISTE ST BRTRL

e Aok

s DL S )

the day of the 6th in o0ld abandonsd trenches.

like distance in width, (21) (See overlay No Z2.)

Qur front

line now extended from about 368.6-243.7 to about 368,9=21346,

The enemy epparently convinced that we meant to stay on

RELIEF FROM CAPTURED POSITION

- that hill now consoled himself by shelling us for about two

g, éff Qﬁ;f“z i hours, from 6:45 AL to 8:46 AN, with considerable vigor and

& with shells about fifty fifty high explosive and gas.

At 9:00 AM two platoons of Company G 34th Infantry

arrived to relieve us. (22)

/e were tired, hungry, thirsty, and sleepy.

/e were not sorry to see them,

Upon being relieved we returned to our dugouts in Sector H,.

November 3, 4, and 5 the company furnished working

parties, litter carriers, and burying details,

RELIEF FROM SECIOR H

On the night of the 5th we were relieved in

Sector H (regimental reserve sector).

v b HNENRARY , Cys g 00 L
AR TR NET S .,.-!A,ﬂ,'.t.-...,,,A,t‘m“';;?mWw& B T NI L

L TARERRI D s, e
AR i

Ve had lost about fifty men killed and wounded, and

ges casualties.

THIRD PHASE
PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS AND OKRDERS

several reported &s sick who were, it was believed, really

Upon being relieved in Sector H we marched out under

shell fire sbout 7:00 PM, going to the Bois du Besu Vallon,
seven kilometers, where we spent the night of the 5th and

liarching at

7:00 PM on the evening of the 6th via Euvezin to Bouillonville,
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seven Kilometers, where we stayed until the evening of the
9th.

buring this period we kept up drill and instruction,
mostly close order drill, under cover of adjacent woods.
While here we were subject to aerial observation during daylight
hours and some shelling, most of which was at night, Hhigh
explosive and gas shells being put down on us in about equal
numbers., <The weather continued rainy and cold. Here we lost
a few men wounued and several sicke On the 8th we received
one new 2d lieutenant anu also two of our originel officers
returned to us; one ﬁ::S"; school, one fron duty as acting
battalion adjutant.

n thel&th at 3:00 m’}le received the following order;

wiren)! sy

"HEe WUARTELRS FOURTEENTH INLANTRY BRIGADE,

(Secraet) heLole FRANCE, NOVEMBER 8, 1918.
3 ‘ FILLD ORDER
rd / No. 6e
/ ,
i le The 1l3th Brigade is to advence our outpost line to the

approximate line - BOIS du TROU de La HALE - PME de la GRANGE
wm»w- o -swwn im0 T T B U T N PRI v e JAT T AN SN0 0 o SV IV O DS D

~e Dwo battalions of the l4th Brigade will occupy the
present flanks of the outpost line to support the operation,
night of 9/10 November.

3. (a) The second battalion 34th Infantry will relieve
units of the 13th Brigade on the line: RUPT de MAD to the
western boundary of the Divisional sedtor.

(b) The third battslion 64th Infentry will relieve units
of the 13th Brigede on the line; from point 358.6 to the eastern
. boundary of the Divisional sector, viz., PRENY inclusive =
VILLERS SOUS PRENY exclusive.

(c) The second battalion 64th Infentry will occupy the
position vacated by the third battalion 64th Infantry in the
gector H,

(x) l. Battalipns 3 (&) end 3 (b) will send reconnaissance

parties. at] 7:00-Aalis.9 -November 1918)to arrange
details of the relief under directions of battalion

commanders who will report for instructions in
person to Commanding General 13th Infantry Brigade.
Ze Movement of battalion 3 (c) msy be by daylight.

3+ Upon completion of operation by 13th Brigade the
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«8th Livision is to take over the left of the
sector 7th Division to the RUPT de MAD when
battalion 3 (&) wlll be withdrawn to its

present position. Battalion 3 (b) will elso be
withdrawn to main line of resisthnce by orders to
be issued later., On this account both battalions
will place guards over property and billets to be
later occupied.

4, Machine Gun Companies 37 m/m guns and stokes
mortars will be assigned to these battalions in
accordance with existing orders,
4e iield Treains will sccompany their units, Supply will
be arranged by Legimental Supply Officers from forward Division
Dumps. Iliequest for assistance will be mede direct to the
Division quartermaster.
5 FP.Cls no change - for Brigade and Zegiments.
Battaelion Commanders involved will notify lRegimental

and Brigade Headquarters immediately upon location of their
new P.C's,

LUTZ VAHL,
Brigadier General,
Commending,."

OPERATIONS

In compliance with the provisions of ti.e above order

Oompany  moved from its area near Bouillionville at 5:00 PM

DR 7L EL N A S e A R Y ;.f?f ,Il{°w32ﬂ arﬁfm&mﬂ: 3 ffx&hiﬁiﬁiﬂmﬁuﬁ%wﬁ haamadadas a0
the latter place the road &nd streets were congested and
there was quite a delay and some confusion.

While waiting just outside the town we were fired on
by a low flying lone enemy plane, which did us no harm, Had
we been authorized to fire ét the low flying planesit is
believed that we could have broughxﬁy;mragﬁn. The town of
Thisucourt was being shelled by the enemy s&s we marched
through., Just outeide the north side of the town we received
a few gess shells which caused us a few casualties.

e arrived at our new position &bout 11:00 P (see
Overlay No 3) (363,7-243,3), Distance covered abgut five

kilometers. Here we were in battalion reserve, Our operations

in this sector consisted of furnishing reconnaissance, contact

wple




o S 4 AL 5, Sty s DT M DR B A G R Sewnt’ B ST PR N NSRRI, i

W A e AT

At A N MR D D B A

A PAY Db g 4

and combat patrols.
WL

Aeéconnaissance and combat patrols beksg sent through
the Boils du Rupt enu Bois de la Montan;, where they captured
a few Germans and a machine gun which had been passad by &anda was
ready to fire on our advancing troops from the rear.

The contact patrols were sent to our left to maintain
contact with the Z8th Division whose right boundary ran
generally &along the Xammes-Charey road.

Je received a phone message at 10:30 November 11, 1918,
telling us that an armistice had been signed, effective at
11:00 AlM, and that all hostilities and advance would cease at

that time,.

The order was obeyed.
GAINS AND LOSSES

/e had at this time gained three officers and had an
effective combat strength of four officers and sixty-four men.

/e had lost in thirty-two days epproximately fifty

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Requiring a double night march of troops, sending troops,
especially green ones, into action, even in & defensive sector,
without water and with only ten rounds of emnunition per men
and falling to see that these supplies were promptly sent
forward i1s, it is belleved, subject to criticism.

There was lack of confidence in, or a dislike fbr the
80 called Eddystone rifles with which the men were armed when
we went into the front line., There was a preference on the
part of the men for the so called Springfield, U.S. Magazine
rifle, Model 1903, as sgainst the Eddystone rifle, 28 was

clearly demonstrated by the indivitiual soldier, for wherever
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he found a Springfield in workable condition he traded rifles.
In a very few uays the company was equiébga ﬁ;££15pringfields. """
a fact in which they took pride. .

The value of the increased@ fire power of automatic rifles
was appreciated by all men of the company which was evidenced by
the desire of all the men to teke instruction on how to fire
the sutometic rifles. Also, by the fact that during the first
few days on the front line the men were constantly searching
the woods in our inmmediate rear for automatic rifles. A
number (16 - 18) of French sutomatic rifles were found, con-
ditioned, ana pleced in combat posts on our front line.

It was felt by the company that we were able to hold
hill 310.« against countersttacks, due, in a very large
measure, to our automatic rifles,

Only our bcst men were assigned as automatic riflemen,

It was an assignment much sought after in the company, regardless
of the burden of the extra weight on the march.

The Principle of the Objective, Offensive, and lMass was
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The Principle of Lconomy of rForce was violated by the
ceptain of Company & when he did not ask for artillery fire
during the first two counterattacks.

The Principle of liovement was carried out by the company
in its operations of November 1l-2, 1918.

That the Principle of Surprise was carried out is
shown by the capture, in toto, of the enemy outpost patrol
without a fight.

The Principle orf Security was carried out in putting
out the cossack posts in front of our position and contact
patrols to the right and left.

The Principle of Simplicity is shown in the oonpany‘

commander's order for the attack,

par.Y
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The Prinoipléws} Cooperation was demonst¥ated in the
imediate dispatch of all that remained of the company
support to the assistance of the unit on the right on the

morning of November 2, 1918,
LESSONS LEARNED

Plans should be so drawn that double night marches
are not necessary. If the distance must be covered, all
well and good, do it in one march, But troops should not
be stopped, told they are to remain there, put into billets,
and then gotten up half hour later and told to march on.

Marches should be consistant, i.e., not at night
in areas miles behind the line and then finish the march
over hills in plain view of the enemy in broad daylight,

&8s this tends to destroy confidence in the cormend end staff,

Plans for essential supplies should be so made that
these are reasonably availabie to troops, especially is this
true of water. lien and animals must have water.

ST A R, 0 T ST i o T e IRALLL G0 ust, althar.he L, LhRanPRSRRRSD . 8k Wromen .., D
troops or be issued to them before they are committed to

action.

' 0n aéparate'miséibn”'ofga more or lese isolated

¥

operation auxilisry weapons should be ettached (under the

orders of) to the unit needing their help.

Unity of command should be observed and the tactical
chain of conmand followed in issuing orders effecting any
tactical operation.

Troops cen be depended upon when armed with weapons
in which they have confidencel

There should be at least two autometio or preferably,

semigutomatic rifles to each infantry squad,
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UISTIONS PLoTAINING T0 THE ORGANIZATLON AND OPXRATIONS OF

COMPANY F 34TH INLALNTRY

le Qs 'hat brigade and division was Company ¥ 34th Infantry
& part of?
A. 1l4th Brigade, 7th Division,
Re o hat corps and army was it a part of?
A, IV Corps, Second Army.
Zs Ko Vas this & regular army organization?
A, Yes,
4e o Was it composed entirely of trained regular army
officers and men%
A, No, it had a oadre of regular officers and men, but was
composed mostly of emergency officers and drafted men.
5s e In what sector did this unit operate¥y
A, The Puvenelle Sector,.
6e &s Where was the Puvenelle Sector?
A. Lasst of Thiaucourt, France, bounded generally, on
Qe th by the Moeelle River, aouth by a general

Wisa sl SO LV T S R, PO, 5~ ) A A Ayt M
line Dieulouard-loviant, on the west by the general

LR T ”mn:?‘v TN ., BWW ¢ ps ‘lw"“”* Moo dadii d

line Noviant-Flirey-Euvezin-Bouillionville=-Charey-
St.Julien.
7« Qe What was the period of this operation%
A. October 8 to November 11, 1918.
8s &e What was the most impoz;tant operation of the company?
A. Tsking and holding hill 310.2.
9, (e \What was the resotion in this unit to the automatioc
rifle?
A+ Confidence and & desire for more of them.
10, §o What was the spirit of Company F 34th Infantry?

L. Cooperation, aggressiveness, and determination.
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